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From The Hearts of Campers!

Jeff Dittmer, Exe. Director
JESUS

LIFE

Was the theme for summer camp. It
was all about Jesus’ Life; His birth,
acts, parables, healings, teachings,
Jeff & Susan Dittmer
death, burial and resurrection were all
part, in some form or fashion, covered during the 5 weeks of
camp. Our actions as staff were intentional about how Jesus is
still relevant today as our King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
A special THANK YOU to all those who donated their
hours of time, treasurers and/or talents to make camp possible
for the 182 campers. But why hear it from me—the kids say it
best! “Since the beginning of 1st grade I have been
enrolled in the Released Time program (RT) through my
school! It helped me really grow stronger in the Lord
and has helped shape who I am in Christ today! I have
been RT for such a long time that I completed the entire
mailbox club program, which are lessons about God
that come in the mail that you read, answer questions,
and send back! And not only did I complete it, but I am
the only one (so far) to ever complete all of them! That is
an accomplishment in Christ’s work that I am very
proud of!
The RT program also has a summer camp,
Camp Cornerstone! I have been attending the camp
every year since 1st grade. Considering I am going into
the 11th grade, I’d say that is a pretty long time! I was
never forced to go, I WANTED to! For me, camp is my
safe spot! My escape from the crazy of the world. A place
where I can open myself up and focus on God and just
listen to him when he speaks to me. They are all like my
second family! Not only do I like getting closer with God
and hanging out with kids like me, but I also like the
fun! There are so many camp activities to
participate in! Two of my favorites are Gaga Ball and
the campfires! I encourage many, if not all, kids to
attend Camp Cornerstone and to enroll in the RT
program because not only is it fun, but it’s life
changing!” Sincerely, A.S.

THANK YOU again for investing in the lives of our
young people through the ministry of Released Time and
Summer Camp. You are such a blessing to CBM!

Released Time is Just Around the Corner!
WOW! It’s hard to believe we are
talking about Bible Released Time
starting soon. It seems that it is so far
away and we are still in the middle of
summer camp here as I write this.
Yet, I know that we need to begin the
process now in order for Bible
Released Time to happen this coming
year. I am sooo grateful for the
volunteers that made this past year so
successful in reaching over 500
students! However, we still need so
many volunteers for this coming
school year. We are excited about
opening the door to two new schools
this year. We would also like to add
some Middle School programs for the

David Yeck, Released Time Coordinator

coming year in schools where we are
in the elementary. The problem is not
whether we can get this program into
the school, the real problem is trying
to get enough volunteers who would
be available during the day to help
make these programs happen. Each
volunteer is so important! From the
teachers who share provided lessons,
to the secretaries who keep track of
attendance, to the one who listens to
kids recite their memory verses, each
is needed to make Bible Released
Time a success. Would you
prayerfully consider coming to help
reach a child for Christ and join us
here at CBM.

Middle School Signing Class

God at Work! Kim Yeck, Admin Assistant
It’s been over a year now since
our family stepped out in faith and
followed God’s calling into full time
ministry at Camp Cornerstone. What an
adventure it has been! If I am being
honest, there have been times of great
joy and excitement, but also times of
disappointment and frustration.
As I look back however, we
have seen God’s hand in it all. I was
asked recently if ministry life is what I
expected it to be. The answer is no. I
went into this feeling very well prepared
for what God was calling us to do. Was I,
not at all.
At times ministry life has
exceeded my expectations. I’ve watched
God work in the hearts of young campers
as we’ve talked about what it means to
have a relationship with Christ. I have
enjoyed worshipping with kids in chapel
and have been brought to tears listening
to what God
has done in
their lives.
There have
also been
some hard
times our
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family has walked through. We continue
to try to balance family and ministry while
making sure our boys feel just as
important to us as the kids we care for.
We have dealt with sickness, unexpected
injuries and many other hardships life
throws at you.
As missionaries we also have to
raise all our financial support which has
been a struggle as we jumped into
ministry. However, during this time we
have learned to trust God even more with
all of our needs. We have watched as He
has provided in many ways.
Just last week a friend asked me
if we were happy. Without hesitation I
said yes. Even though ministry life can be
hard at times it has also been incredibly
rewarding. We have made some
wonderful new friendships in our
community, found a church home, and
the boys have found a youth group that
they love. God has done some amazing
things in our lives and within this ministry
this past year. We are excited for the
future and being able to see how God is
going to work through this little camp in
the years to come.

Check us out on Facebook and Instagram

Carpet Ball Competition Time!

God and I Time

Camp Buddies
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Camp 2022 Testimonies
When OPS Staff was asked, “What did you
learn at camp this week?”
“I have learned that helping at the camp
makes the whole camp run well and lets the
kids have an enjoyable week while still
learning God’s Word.” T.M.
“One thing I learned this week is that even
though the kids might seem happy at camp,
they might not have the best home life.” C.B.

“I gained better Christian friendships this
week. I also learned that we don’t need to
please people, we just need to serve God and
trust what He says.” B.C.
While doing my job I learned patience, because
sometimes cleaning can get frustrating! I also
learned that we should love one another the
way God tells us to in His Word (the Bible). I
have also gained new friendships with
amazing people!” A.S.

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines
camp as “a place usually in the country for recreation
or instruction often during the summer,” but I would
define it as “a place where people of all ages, all
backgrounds, and all walks can come together for
good food, good fellowship, and good friends.”
This summer we were able to serve over 150
campers. It was such a blessing to be able to speak
with the campers, get to know more about them, and
watch them grow throughout the week.
Campers have always had a close place in
my heart, as I have volunteered at camp for years. I
was also raised as a big camp kid under the influence
of my grandma, Carolyn Shoup. As a kid, me and my
siblings would count out bulk candy for the canteen,
or go up to the old building and help clean up around
the place in preparation for the campers. Every year I
would go to camp with a servant heart, just really
there to serve the campers. As they say, “Camp is for
the campers.” This year was just a little different. As I
listened to a couple of these campers stories, I truly
realized how broken this world is and how it is
affecting the children in our community. I left camp
this summer not only with the servant heart I have
always strived to have but also a burning in my heart
to share God’s love to anyone and everyone I can,
especially children.
Fallyn Shoup

Singing with David

Praise God for…

· The privilege to

·

·

·
·

minister to boys
and girls in
Southwestern PA
The 30 boys and
girls who started a
relationship with
Jesus this summer
The 25 boys and
girls who
dedicated their
lives to the Lord at
camp
Safety during the
weeks of camp
Faithful prayer
and financial
supporters

Pray for…

· Volunteers

·

·

·
·
·

needed to help
with Released
Time
Good church
homes for
campers who
began a
relationship with
our Savior
Open doors for
grants to allow us
to improve the
camp grounds.
New ideas and
ways to reach the
local children.
Finances to
complete the
Phase 4 projects.
Finances to meet
the busing needs
for Released Time

Hiking Elective

Summer Blessings Christine Peters, Facility Coordinator
These past few months have
been filled with excitement and
change. We had a good year for the
sports teams and multiple uses for the
facility. For some retreaters we had
the blessing of providing their meals
to make their stay more enjoyable.
On a personal note, I had the
greatest blessing to go with Jefferson
Baptist Church on a mission trip with
MGM missions for a week in June. I
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can’t even begin to tell you what a
blessing that has been. I see God
working in the Dominican Republic
with the team, the staff of MGM as
well as the local folks. God’s love
was everywhere I looked. I am
forever changed due to what God did
in my heart that week. I hope to show
that same love of God to my friends,
family and all those who come to the
camp. I have taken on an additional

role as kitchen coordinator. That has
been a blessing as well as a learning
curve. I have grown to appreciate
even more all that Cathy Garber had
accomplished in that role. My hat
goes off to her.
We praise the Lord for the
182 campers that God sent our way
this summer. Even though there were
many challenges and hurdles to jump
God was faithful as He always is!

Visit our website at: www.campcornerstone.org
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A Memorial Gift has been given to Children’s Bible Ministries
of Southwestern PA
Many people have chosen to donate to Children’s Bible Ministries in lieu of sending flowers,
giving birthday or anniversary gifts.
Your gifts to CBM will keep on going as the kingdom of God is built through
Released Time classes, correspondence lessons and summer camp.

A card will be sent to the family of your loved ones acknowledging your gift to CBM.

In Honor of…

Given by

In Memory of…

Given by

Bethany May’s Birthday
Audrey Sheller’s Birthday

Aaron & Anderson Beck
Walter “Shorty” Bissett
Nicki DiBiase
Donna Irey
Shirley & Edgar Jenkins
Rose Kendralla
Matthew King
Bill Kerr

Shirley A. Kokesh
Myrtle Sapic

Audrey B. Jacobs
Ralph E. & Mary Kiger
Betty Demchak
Fay M. Loar
Fay M. Loar
Fay M. Loar
Saundra D. King
Fred & Donna Wayne

In Memory of…

Dorothy “Cootsie” Katusa
Jean Meadows
Jean Meadows
Charles Walters
James, Charles &
Jimmy Walters
Jerry Nicholas Wolfe

Given by

Tom & Charlene May
Katherine Gould
Cathy Garber
Jo Ann B. Kline

Laura L. Walters
Betty Demchak

Prayer is not a matter of getting what we want the most. Prayer is a matter of giving ourselves to God
and learning His laws, so that He can do through us what He wants the most. ~Agnes Sanford

CBM of Southwestern PA
Camp Cornerstone
381 Willis Road
Jefferson, PA 15344
724-966-9157
office@cbmswpa.org
www.campcornerstone.org
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